
3 December 2017: Preached by Preacher Joshua Yong 

Topic: By the Spirit 

Scripture text: Zechariah 4:6 

 

1.        The book of Zechariah was written to encourage the discouraged people during the post-exilic 

period. The fifth vision given to Zechariah involved a golden candlestick with seven lamps and two 

olive trees on either side of it (Zechariah 4:1-3). The two olive trees provide an abundant supply of 

oil to the candlestick to ensure it continues to burn. The picture is one of God providing Israel with 

the ability to restore its privilege of shining as the national witness for God. The Temple and wall of 

Jerusalem need to be rebuilt before Israel can be a spiritual witness.  

 

2.        God uses the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of men. The rebuilding of the Temple was halted 

for 18 years. Hence the Holy Spirit had to stir up the hearts of men to rebuild and restore the witness 

of Jehovah. It was not by man's strength, resourcefulness or authority. We too can be empowered 

by the Spirit through prayerful dependence on God, with the belief that He is Sovereign and is far 

above all things. We need the empowering of the Spirit in the work of God. 

 

3.        We must be mindful not to despise the servants of God, whom He fills with His Spirit. Even 

ordinary men can be used by God to further His Kingdom. The disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ were 

uneducated fishermen but were used mightily as His Apostles. When we are sure of God's calling in 

our lives, we have the assurance that we can do a great work for God as long as we humbly seek the 

filling of the Spirit with all humility.  

 

4.        Rise up to serve the Lord when God lays the burden in your heart. Our confidence is in God's 

promise that the Holy Spirit is our Comforter, strength and power. The Holy Spirit alone is able to 

make all things abound for God's glory. 


